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EHCCS Graduation
Planning Continues

The Egg Harbor City Community School's 2021

Commencement ceremony will be held on Monday, June 21,

at 6 PM. Required NJ COVID safety protocols (masks, social

distancing, etc.) will be strictly enforced. Due to COVID-19

and New Jersey safety protocols, the exact location of the

ceremony is still undecided.  The ceremony could be held at

the Community School or Cedar Creek High School.

Principal Griffith said he was pleased to hold an in-person

graduation program once again but was uncertain what New

Jersey and CDC guidelines would be in place at the time of

the ceremony. "We will comply with all safety rules to have an

in-person celebration," Griffith said.  "We will keep our 8th-

grade students and parents updated as decisions are made." 
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TOGETHER...Even When We're Apart

Pre-COVID, the EHCCS Class of 2019 poses for a casual picture
with teachers, Mr. Ross, Mrs. Scibilia, and Mr. Gunther.



Spring Has Sprung

The Egg Harbor City Community School

Greenhouse has been functioning since March

2021. During that time, Ms. Miranda’s and Ms.

DePiero’s Class planted 28 flats of vegetables and

flowers to be shared with students, staff, and the

community. The students maintain the plants by

monitoring the temperatures in the greenhouse

and watering the flats when required.

The Egg Harbor City Community School Garden

opened this April under teachers Kylene Farnan,

Nick Hanuscin, and student-teacher Natalia Bessa.

Ms. Farnan’s Class planted onions, lettuce, and

radishes. Students will plant flats of vegetables

and flowers from our greenhouse later in the

spring.
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Cooking with Presley...

 

Submitted by: Presley Thurlow, 8th Grade

5th Grade students work in the EHCCS Community
Garden preparing for the growing season.



James Mercer Langston Hughes was born

February 1, 1902, in Joplin, Missouri. His parents

divorced when he was young, and his father

moved to Mexico. From ages 1-13, Hughes lived

with his grandmother, and then he moved to

Illinois before finally settling in Cleveland, Ohio.

When he finished high school, he spent a year

in Mexico, followed by another year at

Columbia University in New York City. While

this was happening, Hughes worked many jobs,

including launderer, assistant cook, and

busboy. He also traveled to Africa and Europe,

working as a seaman! As he moved around a

lot, it influenced his poetry!  

In November of 1924, he moved to Washington

D.C. His very first book of poetry ‘The Weary

Blues’ was published in 1926 by Alfred A. Knopf.

After three years, he finished his college

education at Lincoln University which resides in

Pennsylvania. In 1930 his first novel, ‘Not

Without Laughter,’ won the Harmon gold

medal for literature. He was renowned for his

poetry and books about African-American life

through the ’20s and ’60s.

He took inspiration from Carl Sandburg, Walt

Whitman, and Paul Lawrence Dunbar. Langston

wrote novels, short stories, plays, and poetry.

He got famous and separated himself from

other famous black poets by not differentiating

his experiences and everyday experiences of

Black America. He grouped them as he

thought people needed to see personal

experiences as well as common ones. He was

also known for his use of jazz because it

influenced his writing. His work and life played

a huge role in the Harlem Renaissance in the

1920s. He is taught in schools today and will be

remembered as a great poet.

Langston Hughes
An American Legend

B Y  R Y A N N  A Y L W I N ,  8 T H  G R A D E

DREAMS 
by Langston Hughes

Hold fast to dreams
For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.

Hold fast to dreams
For when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.

Dreams are essential to have. This poem

shows an inside view or a figurative idea of

what it's like to have no dreams, nothing to

move forward for. Without dreams, life can

seem dull and colorless. Dreams make life

worth living, a reason to smile, something to

look forward to. Without dreams, motivation

fades, lights dull, and time seems to speed

up, the days merging. Everyone deserves to

have a dream, big or small. No one should

feel like they have nothing. Most importantly,

once you have a dream, hold on to them

because no one knows how truly cold it is

until they lose the warmth of dreams.

Langston Hughes - 1902-1967
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SUMMER SCHOOL 2021
B Y  D R .  G I N A  F O R E S T E R

The Egg Harbor City Public School District will be holding

an in-person Summer School Program from July 6 

 through July 30, 2021. Program hours are from 8:00 AM -

12:00 PM, and breakfast and lunch will be provided. 

The General Education Program will be open to current

kindergarten through 7th-grade students, with priority

being given to special education students who receive in-

class resource services, basic skill instruction students,

and students currently being followed by the I&RS team.

All students are encouraged to sign up and acceptance

will be on a first-come-first-served basis.

The Extended School Year (ESY) portion of the program

will be open to current special education preschool

through 7th-grade students that have this included in

their IEP. All related services as per the student’s IEP will

also be provided during this ESY program. 

Register now by completing the form on the District
Website:  www.EggHarborCitySchools.com

EHC SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM WILL RUN
JULY 6 THROUGH JULY 30 FROM 8 AM - 12 PM 

W H A T  A R E  Y O U  D O I N G  T H I S  S U M M E R ?



REACH into May

The school year may be coming to a close, but

the events at REACH keep coming! The month

of May is packed with events. Some events you

can look forward to are: Math & Literacy Game

Nights, Lip Sync Night, Virtual Dance Party,

Cardio Drumming, Parent Literacy Workshop/

Literacy BINGO, Outdoor Yoga, and our

Challenge Night where you can participate in an

obstacle course type race where you will be

challenged physically and mentally. 

Join REACH today to jump in on the fun! Also,

look out for our Summer Program sign-ups that

will be coming out soon.   Interested in Summer

REACH (in-person!) Call 965-1034 ext. 123.
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A WORD FROM MR. ROESCH
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Ensure your own mental health and wellbeing are accounted for. The
saying “put your oxygen mask on first” rings true. Practicing daily self-care
activities (exercising, reading, listening to music, etc.) can help adults
regulate their emotions. 
Check-in with your teen or tween. Listening to understand rather than
judge is a critical component of care. Listen to your children daily about
challenges and successes in their lives (avoid being dismissive).
Establish routines and schedules. During the pandemic, our daily routines
were significantly disrupted. Create a daily schedule to re-establish
structure within your home.
Bring back the joy! We have been in survival mode for so long that
sometimes we forget how powerful fun activities can be. Plan a game
night, movie night, or outside activity designed to reconnect your family
and have some fun.

It’s been more than a year since the COVID- 19 Pandemic greatly impacted our
lives. For teens and tweens, this impact has resulted in feelings of anger,
sadness, and fear. To support our adolescent children, we must understand
their minds. Adolescents have milestones that they seek to meet during their
teenage years. Goals include testing social boundaries, making mistakes and
bouncing back from them, and ultimately determining their place in the world.
Due to COVID-19, adolescents have faced challenges meeting social goals.
Being unable to explore this part of themselves may leave them feeling lonely
and bored. 

What to do? As a parent or caregiver, follow these steps to support your child:

Supporting Your Teen and Tween’s 
Emotional Wellbeing During the Pandemic


